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2018-19 SEASON
ROBERT S. MARX THEATRE SHELTERHOUSE THEATRE

Season presented by SCHUELER GROUP and HEIDELBERG DISTRIBUTING CO.             Season Sponsor of New Work: THE ROSENTHAL FAMILY FOUNDATION

Marketing visuals by Tony Arrasmith/Arrasmith & Associates. Barbara Chisholm as Misery’s Annie Wilkes. Ayana Workman as Mary Bennet. 
The cast of In the Heights by Michael Brosilow. The cast of A Christmas Carol by Mikki Schaffner.

MISERY
By WILLIAM GOLDMAN
Based on the novel by STEPHEN KING

SEPT. 1 – 29, 2018

A CHRISTMAS
CAROL
By CHARLES DICKENS
Adapted by HOWARD DALLIN

NOV. 21 – DEC. 29, 2018

YOU’RE A GOOD MAN,
CHARLIE BROWN
Based on the comic strip “Peanuts” by CHARLES M. SCHULZ
Book, Music and Lyrics by CLARK GESNER

APRIL 20 – MAY 18, 2019

TWO TRAINS
RUNNING

AUGUST WILSON’S

MARCH 2 – 30, 2019

IN THE HEIGHTS

JAN. 19 – FEB. 17, 2019

Music and Lyrics by LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA
Book by QUIARA ALEGRÍA HUDES
Conceived by LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA

MISS BENNET:
CHRISTMAS AT
PEMBERLEY
By LAUREN GUNDERSON
and MARGOT MELCON 

OCT. 13 – NOV. 10, 2018

JAN. 10 – 27, 2019

TINY HOUSES
By CHELSEA MARCANTEL

MAY 4 – JUNE 2, 2019

THE 
THANKSGIVING 

PLAY
By LARISSA FASTHORSE

MARCH 23 – APRIL 21, 2019

THE LAST WIDE OPEN
By AUDREY CEFALY

FEB. 9 – MARCH 10, 2019

CINCINNATI 
KING

By KJ SANCHEZ

NOV. 3 – DEC. 23, 2018

THE ROOMMATE
By JEN SILVERMAN

SEPT. 21 – OCT. 21, 2018

WORLD PREMIERE!

WORLD PREMIERE!

WORLD PREMIERE!



Greetings from the Playhouse in the Park’s 
Board of Trustees. 

To say that my first year as President of 
the Board of your Playhouse was exciting 
would be an understatement. From world-
class theatre on the Marx and Shelterhouse 
stages to community engagement programs 
that reach thousands year-after-year, the 
Playhouse continues to expand its reach and 
bring the profound power of live theatre to 
residents all across our community. 

We have also seen tremendous initial success 
with our capital campaign to renovate our 
iconic Eden Park facility. With significant 
financial support raised from a small circle of 
supporters, a project like this requires each 
and every one of us to be engaged. I look 
forward to discussing this undertaking with 
many of you in the months ahead. 

The future is bright for your Playhouse as 
we continue to produce theatre that rivals 
any you see elsewhere, while simultaneously 
securing the home for this great work for 
decades to come. I hope you will join us once 
again next season with your support, your 
good words and your enthusiasm. On behalf 
of the entire Board, thank you!

LETTER FROM
WOODY TAFT

Woody Taft
Board President

As the co-CEOs of your Playhouse, we 
feel an overwhelming sense of pride to 
share the results of a season that boasts 
so many successful moments. From 
blockbuster productions including In the 
Heights to the world premiere of Cincinnati 
King to our comprehensive educational 
programming, our iconic theatre on 
the hill in Eden Park continues to bring 
masterful depth and breadth of theatre to 
audiences all over the Tristate. 

As promised in last year’s Annual Report, 
this institution will see the necessary 
revitalization of its facility. With millions 
of dollars raised to-date, designs will be 
finalized soon. More details will be made 
available to the thousands of patrons who 
have shared many evenings over several 
decades with us. 

None of this could have been or will be 
possible without you: your guidance, 
financial support and enthusiasm ensure 
that the future of the Playhouse will be 
just as rich as its past and present. Thank 
you for everything you have done and 
will do for your Playhouse, and we look 
forward to seeing you next season!

LETTER FROM 
BLAKE AND BUZZ

Blake Robison
Artistic Director

Buzz Ward
Managing Director



IMPACT IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY

12 extraordinary theatre productions with a total 
mainstage attendance of 135,310 

3 world premiere plays, for a grand total of 82 
world premieres produced since 1960

ARTS PUT CINCINNATI ON THE MAP

183,871

Each year, ArtsWave raises over $12 million to support more than 100 arts 
and community organizations across our region. Through their Blueprint 
for Collective Action, a strategic plan for creating community through the 
arts, they work through five focus areas to make our region an amazing and 
vibrant place to live. The Playhouse is proud to partner with ArtsWave to 
deepen this investment in our community.

SERVED

residents through all mainstage productions, education 
programs and outreach activities

ARTS DEEPEN ROOTS

1,075 participants at 12 Off the Grid and 
young professionals events

242 attendees at 9 Playhouse Perspectives 
and audience engagement events

56,642 attendees of  family-friendly, 
multigenerational shows	  

111 attendees at the 5th annual Playhouse 
Pride event

HER
THE POWER OF 7 works by women playwrights 

(including 3 world premieres)

6 women directors

ARTS BRIDGE
CULTURAL DIVIDES

62,462 attendees of
new and diverse works

Emphasized diversity and representation by hiring a 
professional acting intern company that had 71%
artists of color

4 works by 5 diverse playwrights and 4 diverse directors

120 students engaged by Latinx outreach activities

ARTS ENLIVEN 
NEIGHBORHOODS

43 community partners across the region, including public 
libraries, retirement homes, community arts centers and 
halfway houses	

3,005 residents reached through 43 Off the Hill 
performances

15 counties in the Tristate area connected through the arts

9,536 children and teen attendees of regular 
performances of mainstage productions	  

6,304 students, teachers and
chaperones at 12 on-site student matinees

37,036 students impacted through in-school programs 
and workshops at 129 schools	

166 students reached through bilingual programs

ARTS FUEL CREATIVITY
AND LEARNING



CINCINNATI KING
Celebrating the Queen City’s
rich music history
Written and directed by KJ SANCHEZ

NOV. 3 – DEC. 23, 2018

“Critic’s Pick ... Entertaining … an important part 
of Cincinnati history.” — CityBeat

PRODUCTION SPONSOR

Afrochine
CET 

Cincinnati USA Music Heritage 
Foundation/Herzog Studios

Esquire and Kenwood Theatres
Steve Halper

King Studios
Randy McNutt 

Philip Paul
Brian Powers

We Have Become Vikings
Otis Williams

THANK YOU to the many organizations and individuals who helped to inform, 
promote and support our world premiere, and enhance King Records’ celebrations:

A LOCALLY ROOTED WORLD PREMIERE THAT 
FOSTERED PRIDE AND BUILT EMPATHY

Based on extensive interviews collected from those who were 
there, written by Latinx playwright KJ Sanchez and commissioned 
by the Playhouse, Cincinnati King shined a spotlight on King 
Records — America’s first racially integrated recording studio.  

More than 11,000 audience members from diverse zip codes, backgrounds 
and ages gave nightly standing ovations. The incredibly rich (yet widely 
unknown) musical history of this home-grown revolutionary music label 
became an ambassador for our city and region!

WHAT AUDIENCE MEMBERS HAD TO SAY:

“I am white and the play gave me more understanding of the sadness and 
endurance of black artists working in a culture of white privilege and exploitation.”

“I was raised a Jew in a gentile neighborhood… I often was the recipient of anti-
semitic bullying. As a result, I often felt a bond with people of color because they 
were often bullied too. In Cincinnati King, I celebrated both worlds.”

“I hope this show has a chance to go beyond Cincinnati and tell this story.”

“I’ve lived in Cincinnati all my life and did not know the history of King Records. 
This is the kind of play I want to see.”

Philip Paul,
legendary King Records session 

drummer. Photo by Tony Arrasmith/
Arrasmith & Associates

Neal Benari and Richard Crandle in Cincinnati King.

Stanley Wayne Mathis, Ralph Huntley, Terrell Montgomery 
and Richard Crandle in Cincinnati King.



OFF THE GRID
Bringing theatre to young professionals

Off the Grid is where classic theatre, storytelling, pop culture, local 
businesses and young professionals meet.

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

In 2015, the Playhouse began to take theatre off our stages and bring 
it to where young professionals gather. We continue to refine the 
program each year, and the series has now become a core part of our 
programming. 

SUCCESS

We have                               nearly every event this year! We also received 
requests from local businesses for us to produce Off the Grid-style 
events to engage their staff and patrons. And, for the first time, we 
held a sold-out YP Party at the Playhouse (chaired by Playhouse 
Board member Austin Schiff) in conjunction with a mainstage 
performance of The Second City — It’s Not You, It’s Me!

WHAT YP ATTENDEES HAD TO SAY:

“I love having the opportunity to experience theatre, film, and art in
new and exciting ways around the city.”

“Just being a part of the show was wonderful.”

“Fright Night was an amazing experience!! Lots of improv and great talent.”

2018-19 OFF THE GRID AND YOUNG PROFESSIONALS EVENTS

Bar Series

Stephen King Murder Mystery Pub Crawl
Brew & View: Pride & Prejudice & Zombies

Brew & View: Moana Sing-Along
Shadowcast viewing of Space Balls

Live Board Game Night with ArtsWave and Rhinegeist
Young Professionals Night at the Playhouse

Performance Series

Three Art After Dark events at the Cincinnati Art Museum
Two Fright Night evenings at the Cincinnati Art Museum 

Full-scale production of 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea at Newport Aquarium

Attendees at the sold-out Fright Night, held in partnership with the 
Cincinnati Art Museum.

2019 YP Party guests. Photo by Mikki Schaffner.

Attendees at the Stephen King Murder Mystery Pub Crawl.

2019 YP Party guests. Photo by Photosphere.



 HIGHLIGHT:
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

The Playhouse immersed 259 participants directly in the 
action of 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, a one-night-only 
theatrical adventure staged in rooms throughout Newport 
Aquarium. In four sold-out performances, attendees 
followed a thrilling top-secret mission to infiltrate the 
submarine of the international criminal known as Captain 
Nemo. The audience was an integral part of the twists 
and sacrifices that had to be made to carry out the 
mission successfully. Attendees received exclusive access 
to Newport Aquarium’s animal exhibitions, hallways, 
backways and hidden spots.  



$10 Tuesdays

554
TICKETS

PROVIDED

STAR

683
TICKETS

PROVIDED

Students

565
TICKETS

PROVIDED

TICKET INITIATIVES
Making theatre accessible to
new audiences

2,030
TOTAL TICKETS

Pay-what-you-can

228
TICKETS

PROVIDED

REMOVING ECONOMIC BARRIERS

The Playhouse maintains several ticketing initiatives to serve our 
entire community and introduce the joy of live theatre to those who 
might not otherwise experience it.

“As always, the Playhouse provides families and groups with amazing experiences. 
I wanted to share the email and photos from the Brighton Center’s visit for the 
performance of A Christmas Carol (this was the family’s first visit to the Playhouse!): 

Thank you so much, it was amazing! The play was great and the girls had a blast!

Thanks for the opportunity for this family to enjoy some quality holiday family time.”
— Most Valuable Kids

$10 TUESDAYS — New this year! Tickets sold out each Tuesday during
In the Heights, with some patrons waiting in line for hours.

SUBSIDIZED TICKETS FOR AREA RESIDENTS (STAR)
— Free tickets are distributed to underserved populations through partner
organizations and social service agencies such as Goodwill Industries, Cincinnati
Youth Collaborative, Prospect House and City Gospel Mission.

STUDENT TICKETS — $10 College Night and $15 day-of Student Rush tickets.

PAY-WHAT-YOU-CAN NIGHTS — Offered for Marx Theatre productions
and promoted primarily to social service agencies.

Most Valuable Kids program members with 
Ken Early from Misery.

Most Valuable Kids program members 
attend A Christmas Carol.

Patrons lined up hours in advance for our $10 
Tuesday performances of In the Heights.

Students at a student matinee of 
A Christmas Carol.



DIVERSE VOICES
Engaging a broad community with
stories that reflect us all

The Playhouse is committed to serving all Greater Cincinnati citizens through 
inclusive, diverse and celebratory work that reflects our community. One of our 
greatest achievements has been the range of diversity with playwrights we feature; 
directors, designers, actors and artists we employ; and works we produce. 

BEHIND THE SCENES AND ONSTAGE PLAYWRIGHTS

DIRECTORS

Pictured above: Stanley Wayne Mathis, William Carlos Angulo, Helen Q. Huang, Terrell Montgomery, Maribel Martinez,
Anita Welch, Nandita Shenoy, Kara Harmon, Yassmin Alers, Richard Crandle, Ayana Workman, Elizabeth Mak,

Michael Anthony Williams, Raymond Anthony Thomas, Tony Chiroldes, Doug Brown, Stephanie Gomérez,
Alyssa V. Gomez, Ryan Alvarado, Kathryn Tkel, Britney Nicole Simpson, Pornchanok Kanchanabanca,

Stephanie Anne Johnson, Armando Gutierrez, Jefferson A. Russell

Pictured above: Tracy Brigden, Timothy Douglas, Lisa Portes, May Adrales,
Eleanor Holdridge, Laura Kepley

Pictured above: Lauren Gunderson, Jen Silverman, August Wilson, KJ Sanchez,
Larissa FastHorse, Chelsea Marcantel, Audrey Cefaly

COLOR-CONSCIOUS CASTING

“Erica is a huge Pride & Prejudice fan and 
came [from New York] to see the mixed-race 
cast specifically. She told them she grew up 
not seeing herself on screen and stage. There 
were quite a few tears all around. Please let 
the casting director know how much all of us 
appreciated the casting.” — Cindy Senefeld

Brett Ryback and Stephanie Anne Johnson in 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.

Andrew Fallaize and Ayana Workman in 
Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley.



IN THE HEIGHTS

JAN. 19 – FEB. 17, 2019

PRODUCTION SPONSOR

“Honestly, it personally affected me and my future family on so many levels. Seeing how it 
affected the community was incredibly moving and impactful to me.” — Patron comment

“This show demonstrates how people can knock down walls, not build divisions among 
us… It is wonderful to see a show that demonstrates the wealth of culture, caring, and 
talent that is Latino culture. Thank you so much for bringing this wonderful show to 
Cincinnati and for doing such a stellar job with it.” — Lauri A. Aultman, Community 
Center Director, Corryville Recreation Center

Music and Lyrics by LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA
Book by QUIARA ALEGRÍA HUDES
Conceived by LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA

Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Tony Award-winning In the Heights, set in a 
neighborhood largely populated by people of Spanish-speaking 
populations, was an instant success. With warmth and humor, the 
show told universal stories of love, hope and community through 
the lens of a Latinx perspective. Today, stories like this are more 
important than ever. 

Fan art inspired by the Playhouse production of In the Heights by Christina Wald.

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

TWITTER

Photo of Stephanie Gomérez and 
Ryan Alvarado in In the Heights by 

Michael Brosilow.



A NEW COLLABORATION WITH CINCINNATI’S INDIGENOUS 
COMMUNITY

The Thanksgiving Play is the first play written by an Indigenous playwright 
(Larissa FastHorse, Sicangu Lakota) ever produced by the Playhouse. 
Given the writer’s heritage and her work’s reflection on our country’s 
troubling history regarding our native populations, we reached out 
to representatives and leaders of Cincinnati’s Indigenous community. 
With Larissa’s guidance, we asked them how we could best serve their 
community and reflect their concerns and values.

• We hosted two Playhouse Perspectives events, three post-
show discussions with the Greater Cincinnati Native American 
Coalition (GCNAC) members, and a community night for the 
GCNAC community to both engage and educate audiences.

• A large land acknowledgment statement was displayed in the 
lobby and printed in programs.

BUILDING NEW 
COMMUNITIES
Going beyond the play to form 
new connections

The Greater Cincinnati 
Native American Coalition 
(GCNAC) served as our 
primary partner, with 
additional support from 
the American Indian 
Movement.

PARTNER BACKGROUND

The Greater Cincinnati Native American 
Coalition is a coalition of Native American 
organizations and individuals, churches, groups 
and others. The GCNAC exists to preserve and 
represent the culture and heritage of Native 
American, Indigenous, and First Nations people; 
to provide education, advocacy, and support on 
contemporary Indigenous issues and cultivate 
knowledge about Native American history in local 
and regional communities.

“I want to conclude with a big THANK YOU for 
inviting the GCNAC to the Playhouse. I bought 
a pair of handmade beautifully crafted earrings 
to support their group and took literature and 
talked to them. It was unexpected but very 
forward-thinking. How else can we evolve into 
being smarter each day if we are not open to 
and exposed to new thoughts and people with 
whom to have discussions? …Thanks again 
for having a group of important people there to 
continue my education.” — Nelda Purdon

Playwright Larissa FastHorse, members of the GCNAC and the cast and 
creative team of The Thanksgiving Play.

“It is our intention to include it in programs going forward. I think a point that 
needs to be made is that we at the Playhouse don’t have a political agenda. 
But we do have a strong commitment to making the theatre a welcoming 
and accessible place to all of Cincinnati’s diverse citizens.”
— Blake Robison, Artistic Director

PRODUCTION SPONSOR

LINDA BUSKEN JERGENS
IN HONOR OF



ENGAGING CINCINNATI’S
LATINX COMMUNITY

In the Heights created exciting opportunities to partner with new 
schools like the Academy of Multilingual Immersion Studies. 
Cast member Tony Chiroldes (who played the father, Kevin) 
eagerly participated as a bilingual teaching artist at this language 
immersion school that has significant Latinx enrollment. We 
worked with 120 students who came to see the show and received 
five days of workshops that explored personal storytelling. They 
rewrote existing songs to tell their own stories that emphasized 
pride in themselves, their community and their backgrounds. Some 
students were initially reticent to share. But Tony’s presence, the 
ability to communicate and work in a comfortable language, and 
the opportunity to translate for the class helped them open up.

Tony Chiroldes in In the Heights.

ONE STUDENT’S LETTER TO TONY:

TRANSLATED:

“Thank you very much for coming to my school. Your 
help impacted me greatly, because I am very interested in 
the theatre and learning about the way in which you prepare to 
use what you are passionate about has inspired me to perform.”

Students from the Academy of Multilingual Immersion Studies 
before In the Heights.



PARTNERING WITH CINCINNATI’S JEWISH COMMUNITY

The grand opening of the Holocaust and Humanity Center (HHC) at the Cincinnati Museum Center Union Terminal (Sunday, 
Jan. 27, 2019) was long-awaited and highly celebrated. The Playhouse worked closely with the HHC to train their docents in 
storytelling and Q&A best practices to help them prepare for their new space. Through a nine-week writing and performance 
workshop, we also worked with nine Cincinnati Public School students to help them both understand the Holocaust and 
develop their own voices.

For the first three weeks of the program, the students learned the fundamentals of storytelling and transformed their own 
personal stories into monologues. During the following three weeks, the students wrote monologues from the point of view of 
local Holocaust survivors. The HHC provided video footage of survivors telling their stories, as well as research materials to 
provide the students context. Once those monologues were complete, the group reconvened to learn how to transition from 
playwright to performer and performed their works at the HHC’s grand opening. The monologues of the students who were 
unable to perform were given to two acting interns from the Playhouse. The performance received overwhelmingly positive 
reviews from the audience, museum center staff and especially the survivors and their families.

“Ben struggled when we began acting the 
monologues, but by the second rehearsal he had a 
breakthrough. He let me push him physically and 
emotionally using acting exercises. He said his whole 
life he’s felt unsafe expressing emotions anywhere 
but on the page, and this experience allowed him 
express things he’s pent up safely.” — CPS teacher 
of participating student

A CELEBRATION OF INCLUSION —
PLAYHOUSE PRIDE TURNS 5

The Playhouse strives to be a place where everyone is welcome —
behind the scenes, on the stage and in the audience. Our annual 
Playhouse Pride event (held Friday, May 31, 2019, in partnership with 
ArtsWave Pride) honored this commitment through a festive evening 
of music, refreshment, live theatre and celebration. A portion of the 
proceeds from the evening’s ticket sales went to support Safe and 
Supported, a non-profit with the goal of ending and preventing 
LGBTQIA youth homelessness in Hamilton County.

Board member Susan Ingmire (right) and friends at Playhouse 
Pride. Photo by Claudia Hershner.

Board members and event co-chairs Julia Wesselkamper and Jim Conway with 
guests at Playhouse Pride. Photo by Claudia Hershner.

A special thanks to our Pride Event co-chairs Jim Conway and Julia 
Wesselkamper, and our 2019 Playhouse Pride Sponsors:

James P. Conway, Jr. and 
Richard D. Robertson
Freeman Durham and

Dean Clevenger
Jeb and Nirvani Head
Evans Mirageas and

Thom Dreeze
Prudential - Matching Fund

Nick Puncer
Blake Robison and
Connan Morrissey

Jeff Thomas Catering
Bret Schneider and Sean Davis

Julia Wesselkamper and
Julian Johnson

Wow Windowboxes

CPS students perform at the grand opening of the Holocaust and Humanity Center.



OFF THE HILL 
AND SCHOOL 
OUTREACH TOUR
Enlivening neighborhoods through the 
magic of live theatre

THEATRE IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD

Every year, the Playhouse travels “off the hill” to diverse 
neighborhoods outside of Eden Park to bring the experience of live 
theatre to students and families across our region. Through Off 
the Hill, the Playhouse partners with a variety of library branches, 
community centers and educational institutions to bring our 
traveling productions to those who might not otherwise get to 
experience live theatre. Our School Outreach Tours annually bring 
these performances to over 60 schools across Greater Cincinnati. 

LITERARY CLASSICS, OLD AND NEW

Our touring plays are family-friendly adaptations of beloved 
literary works. They are performed by professional actors from the 
Playhouse’s Bruce E. Coyle Acting Intern Company and feature full 
sets, costumes, sound effects and music.

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE
STATISTICS

Number of Schools: 80
Number of Performances: 89 
Students in Attendance: 20,105
Adults in Attendance: 1,388

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE TOTAL = 21,493

OFF THE HILL PERFORMANCE 
STATISTICS

Number of Partners: 43
Number of Performances: 43
Children in Attendance: 1,488
Adults in Attendance: 1,517

OFF THE HILL ATTENDANCE TOTAL = 3,005

THE JUNGLE BOOK, CYRANO and
FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS

WHAT TEACHERS HAD TO SAY:

“The students were engaged and willing to go on 
whatever journey you took them. THANK YOU!
You made a difference in my students’ lives!”

“Our students come from many walks of life, so being 
able to see something they could relate to and see 
people of color will hold students interest as well as 
the experiences with the fairytales you all bring.”

WHAT STUDENTS LEARNED, 
IN THEIR WORDS:

“Don’t judge people.”
“Stand up for what you believe in.”
“Being a bully hurts everyone.”
“Poetry can be a beautiful thing.” 
“You should always be yourself.”
“Love comes in different forms.”
“How to be a leader.”

The cast of Five Little Monkeys with Squash 
Academy of Cincinnati students after the show.

The Jungle Book performance at St. Columban School.



LIVE THEATRE ACCESSIBILITY

Students who have autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and other sensory 
or developmental disabilities often have trouble in theatre environments. 
Loud sounds, lighting changes and other effects can be disorienting. 
Because of this, children with sensory challenges are often unable to 
attend live performances. 

To provide more access, each December the Playhouse performs a 
sensory-friendly matinee of A Christmas Carol, making the magic and 
joy of a live theatre experience a possibility. This year, 230 students and 
their chaperones were in attendance. 

“I learned of the kindness and commitment of the Playhouse community 
to bringing amazing theatre experiences to people with disabilities. 
Thanks so much!”— student from Bobbie B. Fairfax School

“A Christmas Carol is always such a terrific experience for my students, and it’s one most would not have if not for your 
sensory-friendly performances! Everything — from watching the show to practicing sitting in a seat, being quiet and 
giving attention for a length of time — is a learning experience, and I am very grateful we are able to have it each year.” 
— Tara Porczak, Silverton Paideia Academy

SUMMER CAMP INCLUSION

Playhouse summer theatre day camps range from half-day to full-day and 
from one-week to multi-week experiences for students ages 3 to 18. The 
Playhouse strives to be open and accessible to all students. However, camp 
classes largely consist of “hands-on” acting, theatre games and activities, all 
of which involve a great deal of intangible directions, interpersonal interaction 
and a certain degree of spatial awareness. This presents a particularly 
challenging environment for students who have developmental disabilities, as 
well as increased demands for staff when those students participate. 

This year, our brand-new Launch Pad Accessibility Program served as a 
pilot to integrate students who have developmental disabilities into our 
traditional theatre camp environment. It is one of the first camps in the region 
to proactively make day camp an integrated and inclusive experience for 
students with developmental disabilities.

THE LAUNCH PAD PROGRAM
Embracing new methods to engage children with 
developmental disabilities

A student and teacher from Bobbie B. Fairfax School at the 
sensory-friendly matinee of A Christmas Carol.

The Playhouse is committed to ensuring that all students in Greater Cincinnati have access to the arts, 
regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic status or physical abilities. Thanks in part to the generous support 
of The Daniel and Susan Pfau Foundation, in 2018-19 we were proud to expand and grow our theatre 
programs to be inclusive for students with cognitive differences.

Students enjoying story time at Playhouse’s 2019 
summer theatre camp. Photo by Mikki Schaffner.



EDUCATION 
PROGRAMMING
Fueling creativity and learning for students of all ages

We believe that the arts can deepen and enhance learning, and provide a mirror through which the audience — no matter their 
age — sees themselves and the world around them. The arts are essential to developing:

• Communication
• Reading comprehension and literacy
• Problem solving
• Creativity
• Collaboration

• Adaptability
• Critical thinking
• Leadership
• Responsibility
• Social and cross-cultural skills

EVERYONE HAS A VOICE

We offer an extensive range of education and enrichment programs designed 
to build confidence and develop a sense of ensemble and community. We also 
provide classroom teachers resources with interactive and kinesthetic activities that 
epitomize the joy of literature, history, art and most importantly, the love of learning.

The Playhouse programs impacted more than 58,000 youth and students this season.

SEASONAL SUPPORT OF 
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

THE ROBERT AND
ADELE SCHIFF FAMILY 

FOUNDATION

ADDITIONAL
SUPPORT



These are just a few highlights from an incredibly 
successful 2018-19 season!

CLASS EXPANSION

Our acting classes help students find their unique voice in a safe, supportive, ensemble-based environment. Programs for young 
people ages 3 to 14 focus on individual and collective skill development. Traditionally, our classes have been held at only the 
Playhouse, but this year we piloted our after-school classes with partners from around the Tristate. This was a great success 
and helped us to reach even more students!

STUDENTS SERVED
IN 2017-18 = 184

STUDENTS SERVED
IN 2018-19 = 254

LOCATIONS: Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Montessori Academy of Cincinnati, Mt. Washington Elementary, 
Blessed Sacrament School, Kennedy Heights Montessori, Uptown Arts

Students in an acting class at the Playhouse.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE PILOT PROGRAM

Over the past two years, the Playhouse has developed a specialized two-week Workshop for English Language Learners 
(WELL) at Roberts Paidea Academy. We work to increase students’ confidence and help them successfully transition into their 
school’s general population. During the workshops, students use both English and Spanish to complete various acting exercises; 
practice active listening, empathy and teamwork; and use theatrical play to step outside of their comfort zones. They create 
short scenes in English and Spanish, and use physical movement, vocal technique and teamwork to devise and rehearse scenes 
that reflect their lives. Finally, they perform their scenes, polishing and presenting their work in both English and Spanish.

PLAYHOUSE EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP (PEP) PROGRAM GROWTH

Next season, the Playhouse is thrilled to expand our PEP program: Roberts Paideia Academy and the Academy of Multilingual 
Immersion Studies are expected to join Silverton Paideia Academy, Rothenberg Preparatory Academy and Midway Elementary. 
This in-school residency immerses students in arts education programming, enhances core curriculum studies and improves 
verbal/literacy skills. Through PEP, we provide a full year of theatre-related programming, customizing unique residencies for 
each school that utilize art to develop 21st-century skills and teach key academic subjects.

WHAT PARENTS HAVE TO SAY:

“My daughter loves the program. She gets to play 
intelligently, make new friends, and try something outside of 
her natural comfort level that programming at school does 
not offer. Thank you so much!”

“I think the nature of how cross-curricular the classes are is 
my favorite part. She is having fun, but she is also learning 
in her own school environment. I couldn’t be happier.”



BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2018-19 Fiscal Year

Cathy Bailey
David Billmire
Jack G. Brown
Ryan L. Brown

Robert S. Castellini
Carl Coburn

James P. Conway, Jr.
Alva Jean Crawford

Mark Dawes
Louis A. Fender

Elizabeth George
Chandra Gravely

Nirvani Head
Andrea A. Herzig
Karen M. Hoguet

Richard P. Homan
Peter Horton

Holly Huttenbauer
Susan Ingmire
Sonya S. Jindal

Thomas M. Keckeis
James C. Leonard

Stephen S. Lett
Jacqueline Mack
William J. Moran
Dean A. Moulas

Patti Myers
Jack D. Osborn

Kenneth Oswald
Jenny Powell

Robert C. Reifsnyder

Karen Renz
Toni Robinson-Smith

Austin Schiff
Digi Schueler
Marty Tomb

Barbara A. Turner
Lawrence N. Vignola

Al Vontz III
Randolph Wadsworth

Jill A. Warman
Julia Wesselkamper

Barbara Weyand
Leo T. Whitt
Ronna Willis

Susan B. Zaunbrecher

John Stein, Treasurer Terry Lemmerman, Secretary Jack Rouse, Chair

Otto M. Budig, Jr.
Charles O. Carothers, M.D.

David C. Herriman
Andrew MacAoidh Jergens

Morse Johnson
Lois Rosenthal
Howard Tomb

Albert W. Vontz, Jr.

EMERITI

TRUSTEES

Woody Taft, President Ellen G. van der Horst, Vice President

WHO WE ARE
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park is our region’s preeminent professional theatre.

WHY WE’RE HERE
We tell stories that entertain, engage, inspire, challenge and connect our audiences.

WHAT WE BELIEVE
We are passionate leaders in the advancement of the arts.

We believe audiences deserve productions that are both artistically bold and wildly entertaining.
We create dialogue that resonates with our community and inspires others to join the conversation.

We warmly welcome audiences from all backgrounds, cultures and walks of life to our shows on and off the hill.
We are exuberant ambassadors of our craft, our colleagues and our organization.



Anonymous (6)
Richard and Virginia Adams
Atkins & Pearce Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O. Banks
David and Elaine Billmire
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Blatt
Ruth and Tom Bobenread
Neil Bortz
Jack G. and Rosemarie Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan L. Brown
Mrs. L.L. Browning, Jr.
Clement and Ann Buenger Foundation
M. Cathleen Callies
Jackie Dieckman and Mike Camery
Robert S. Castellini
Denise and Martin Chambers
Burton and Susan Closson
Carl and Deborah Coburn
The Crawford Family Foundation
Dawes direct, LLC
Nancy and Mark Dawes
Kelly Dehan and Rick Staudigel
John and Liz Dye
Ms. Joyce Elkus
Louis A. and Lisa K. Fender
Pete and Betsy Frame
Susan Friedlander
Chandra and Mel Gravely
Linda and Gary Greenberg*
The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./U.S. Bank Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. J. Joseph Hale, Jr.
Lauren Hannan Shafer
Jeanne and Richard Hannan
The Harold C. Schott Foundation
Louise Head
Jeb and Nirvani Head
Dave and Betsy Hendy
Mrs. Andrea and Dr. Edward Herzig
Ms. Karlee L. Hilliard
David and Karen Hoguet
Richard and Renita Homan
Mr. Peter Horton
Marty and Tom Humes
Huttenbauer Foundation
Susan Ingmire and Lynn Hailey
Jacob G. Schmidlapp Trusts, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee
Bill and Mary Jane James

Linda Busken Jergens and Andrew MacAoidh Jergens
The John A. Schroth Family Charitable Trust, PNC Bank, Trustee
Julia Wesselkamper and Julian Johnson
The Morse and Betty Johnson Family Foundation
Patti and Tom Keckeis*
Barbara and Larry Kellar
Dennis and Laura Kirley
Sally and Gerry Korkin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Kremzar
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph L. Krumm
Mr. Edward Lanzit
Terry Lemmerman
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Leonard
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Lett
Doris M. and Charles B. Levinson Fund
Jonathan and Nancy Lippincott
LKC Foundation
Whitney and Phillip Long
Jacqueline M. Mack and Dr. Edward B. Silberstein
Craig and Anne Maier
Mariner Wealth Advisors
Sandra and Sean McCauley
Barbara and Kim McCracken
Mary McCullough-Hudson and Greg Hudson
Charles and Joann Mead
Carol Meibers
Messer Construction Co.
Leon and Barb Meyer
Becky Miars
Mr. Roy A. Mitchell
Diane and Dave Moccia
William J. and Mary G. Moran
Arthur C. Morrissey and Janet M. Hayes
Dean and Catherine Moulas
Patti Myers and Alan Flaherty
Ms. Meghan Sullivan Nelson
Louis and Louise Nippert Charitable Foundation
Ohio Valley Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Agent
Carol and Robert Olson
Jack and Marilyn Osborn
Charlotte and Robert Otto
Mr. and Mrs. Don Popelar
Jenny and David Powell
Betty Prince
Gerald D. Rape
Rob and Gretchen Reifsnyder
Pamela and Dick Reis

Mrs. Mary Ellen Roberts
James P. Conway, Jr. and Richard D. Robertson
Blake Robison and Connan Morrissey
Amy and John Rosenberg
The Rosenthal Family Foundation
Moe and Jack Rouse
Robert and Adele Schiff Family Foundation
Austin Schiff
Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Schiff, Jr.
Martha and Lee Schimberg
Rosemary and Mark Schlachter
Digi and Mike Schueler
Abby and David Schwartz
Ladislas and Vilma Segoe Family Foundation
The Louise Taft Semple Foundation
Betsy and Jerry Shroat
Mr. Jeremy F. Simpson
Robert and Linda Singer
Elizabeth C. B. and Paul G. Sittenfeld
Ellen Pease and V. Clark Sole, Jr. Family Fund*
John F. Steele, Sr.
John and Jennifer Stein
Phil and Berni Stephenson
Elizabeth A. Stone*
Dudley and Tina Taft
Jennifer and Woody Taft
Mr. Charles L. Thomas, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Tieke
Marty Tomb
Barbara and Daman Turner
Ellen and Ray van der Horst
Lawrence and Maureen Vignola
Margaret and Albert Vontz III*
Randolph Wadsworth
Buzz Ward
David and Ginger Warner
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson B. Watts
Barbara and Irwin Weinberg Fund*
Don and Sandy Weinkam
Barbara Weyand
Leo Whitt and Xia Wang
William S. Rowe Foundation
Ronna and Dr. James B. Willis
Susan and Don Zaunbrecher
Mr. and Mrs. George Zuefle

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS
As of August 1, 2019

New Playhouse rendering by BHDP.

* Denotes a fund of
the Greater Cincinnati 

Foundation



ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
AUDIENCE
ArtsWave
Jennie Rosenthal Berliant and Allan Berliant 

Family Fund*
First Financial Bank
Macy’s, Inc.
The Louis and Louise Nippert Charitable 

Foundation
The Ohio Arts Council
The Rosenthal Family Foundation
Robert and Adele Schiff Family Foundation
Digi and Mike Schueler
Schueler Group
The Shubert Foundation

PLAYWRIGHT
Tony Arrasmith/Arrasmith and Associates
The Charles H. Dater Foundation
The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./U.S.   

Bank Foundation
Heidelberg Distributing Company
Moe and Jack Rouse
U.S. Bank
Vonderhaar’s Catering

PRODUCER
BB&T
Mrs. L.L. Browning, Jr.
Chemed Foundation
Terry Lemmerman
Ohio National Financial Services
The Daniel and Susan Pfau Foundation
Nellie Leaman Taft Foundation
Randolph Wadsworth
Barbara Weyand

DIRECTOR
Anonymous
Bartlett Wealth Management
BHDP Architecture
Robert S. Castellini
Clark Schaefer Hackett
Emerge Managed Solutions, LLC
Fifth Third Foundation
Susan Friedlander
Linda and Gary Greenberg*
Jeb and Nirvani Head
Jack Rouse Associates
Linda Busken Jergens and Andrew MacAoidh 

Jergens
Johnson Investment Counsel
KeyBank
Mr. Edward Lanzit
Messer Construction Co.
Leon and Barb Meyer
Becky Miars
The National Endowment for the Arts
The Procter & Gamble Fund*
The Seven Hills Group at Morgan Stanley
Betsy and Jerry Shroat
John and Jennifer Stein
The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable 

Trust
Barbara and Daman Turner
Ellen and Ray van der Horst
Barbara and Irwin Weinberg Fund*
The Wohlgemuth Herschede Foundation

STAGE MANAGER
Bahl & Gaynor Investment Counsel
Mark and Rosemary Schlachter
Jennifer and Woody Taft
Lawrence and Maureen Vignola

SET DESIGNER
AAA Travel & Provident Travel
Mark and Lindsay Bibler
David and Elaine Billmire
The Bonbonerie

Denise and Martin Chambers
Carl and Deborah Coburn
Dawes direct, LLC, Nancy and Mark Dawes
Fifth Third Bank
The Geiler Company
Mrs. Victoria Buyniski Gluckman and Dr. Jack 

Gluckman
Mrs. Andrea and Dr. Edward Herzig
Ms. Holly Huttenbauer
Patti and Tom Keckeis*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Kremzar
The LeBlond Foundation of Makino
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Leonard
Jacqueline M. Mack and Dr. Edward B. 
  Silberstein
Craig and Anne Maier
Charles and Joann Mead
James A. Miller
Diane and Dave Moccia
Patti Myers and Alan Flaherty
Jack and Marilyn Osborn
Kenneth Oswald and Mary Beth Martin
Jenny and David Powell 
Amy and John Rosenberg
Louis and Melba Schott Foundation
Elizabeth C. B. and Paul G. Sittenfeld
Skidmore Sales & Distributing Co., Inc.
Jack J. Smith, Jr. Charitable Trust
Rick Steiner
TriVersity Construction
Margaret and Albert Vontz III*
WesBanco
Leo Whitt and Xia Wang
Ronna and Dr. James B. Willis

PLAYHOUSE SUPPORTERS
COSTUME DESIGNER
Louise Allen and Tom Gougeon
Alpine Valley
William P. Anderson Foundation
Thomas J. Breed
Jack G. and Rosemarie Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan L. Brown
Eric Burgmann and Linda Vaccariello
Janet and Bruce Byrnes
Cincinnati Coin Laundry
Pearl J. Compaan, M.D.
James P. Conway, Jr. and Richard D. Robertson
The Crawford Family Foundation
Brandon Daush
Mr. and Mrs. David Ellis, III
Mr. Robert C. Fee
Louis A. and Lisa K. Fender
General Electric
Gradison Foundation
The John C. Griswold Foundation
Mrs. Suzanne Hasl
Hixson Architects Engineers Interiors
David and Karen Hoguet
Richard and Renita Homan
Huntington Bank
Huttenbauer Foundation
Bill and Mary Jane James
Jo Ann and George Kurz
Madison Wealth Management
Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Manteuffel
Barbara and Kim McCracken
William J. and Mary G. Moran
Mossbarger Deimling Moler Financial 

Strategies Group of Janney Montgomery 
Scott

Dean and Catherine Moulas
Mt. Adams Bar and Grill
Prudential - Matching Fund
Red Echo Post
Rob and Gretchen Reifsnyder
Ellen Rieveschl
The Roehr Agency

The Louise Taft Semple Foundation
John L. Shields
Sheridan Road Advisors, LLC
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Marty Tomb
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Amanda and Tom White
World Pac Paper, LLC
Susan and Don Zaunbrecher

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Anonymous (2)
Americana Arts Foundation
Thomas and Susan Anthony
Cathy Bernardino Bailey and Terry Bailey
Janet G. Banks
Barnes Dennig & Company, Ltd.
Peggy Barrett
Jan Bartel
Kate and Bill Baumann
Doug and Mary Ann Bell
The Blackley Family
Randal Bloch
Martha P. Bolognini
Jane and Gary Booth
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Borisch
Mark and Jody Brosey
Ms. Lisa Broun
Ron Bunt and Wei Sun
Bonnie and Dick Buten
Terri and John Byczkowski
Rosalind Chaiken
CityBeat
Philip Clayton
Burton and Susan Closson
Mary Ellen Cody
Lois and Philip S. Cohen
Leland M. and Carol C. Cole
Marjorie Compton
Contemporary Cabinetry East
The Cord Foundation
Robin Cotton and Cindi Fitton
Amelia Crutcher
Ms. Susan Cummings
Richard and Teddie Curry
The David J. Joseph Company
Thomas and Florence DeWitt
Jackie Dieckman and Mike Camery
Mr. Albert C. Dierckes, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Dorward
Patricia and Timothy Doyle
Extended Stay America
Victoria Fleck
Ms. L.B. Fleischmann
Jeffrey and Ann Frymier
Paul and Nancy Gaffney
Mrs. James R. Gardner
Peggy L. Golden and Kerry J. Klumpe
Chandra and Mel Gravely
Alan and Judy Guttman
Barbara Hauck
Betsy and Dave Hendy
Ms. Karlee L. Hilliard
Linda R. Holthaus
Mr. Neil Hoover and Mr. Shawn Scott
Mr. Peter Horton
Ms. Lindsey Huttenbauer
Susan Ingmire
Mr. and Mrs. William Ivers
Ellen and Garrett Jackson*
Johnson & Johnson- Matching Fund
Ms. Wendy Johnson
Laurie F. Johnston
Kyle and Sue Jones
Dr. Robert Keith and Kathleen Thornton-Keith
Barbara and Larry Kellar
Arleene Keller
Judith and Ken Kenniston
Marilyn Kinne

Dennis and Laura Kirley
Margo Kirstein
Jack and Lynn Klahm
Ray and Marlene Kloos
Marvin Kolodzik
Kroner Dry Cleaners
Mr. and Mrs. John LaMacchia
Dr. John Larkin
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Lett
Barbara Lewis and Bob Griffin
Donna Lilley
Deborah and John Majoras
Mariner Wealth Advisors
David Martin
The Mathile Family
Mary Ann Meanwell
Audrey Miller
Mr. Roy A. Mitchell
Michael Nordlund and Lisa Lee
Randy and Marianne Olson
Marilyn Z. Ott
Charlotte and Robert Otto
Judy and Thomas Oxman
Julia Pentecost
Phillips Family Fund*
Anne Pierce
Bob and Patsy Pike
Stuart and Ildiko Pray
Nick Puncer
Mitch and Karen Rashkin
Robert and Connie Reed
Charles Scott Riley III Foundation
Blake Robison and Connan Morrissey
Caroll and George Roden
Jim Rubenstein and Bernadette Unger
Ann Saluke and Don Yelton
Mr. and Mrs. David Savage, Jr.
Glenn and Kitty Schaaf
Pat and Paul Schlecht
Marvin and Betsy Schwartz Fund*
Scripps Howard Foundation
Glenn and Sue Showers
Gerald and Sarah Skidmore
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Smith
Ellen Pease and V. Clark Sole, Jr. Family Fund*
Sandra and Henry Spitz
Stapleton Electric Co.
Paula Steiner
Barbara E. Stern*
Dr. Susan R. Strick
Glenda Suttman
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Tieke
Towne Properties
Doug and Molly Tyger
The Utilities Group
Carol and Robert Vidal
Waltek and Company Limited
Richard and Jill Warman
Julia Wesselkamper and Julian Johnson
Jo Ann Wieghaus
Jill Wilson
Anthony and Sally Woodward
Linda Young

ACTOR
Anonymous (6)
Liz and Hank Alexander
Debra Hust Allison
Bob Amott and Janice Flanagan
Dr. Victor and Mrs. Dolores Angel
Eric and Brenda Armstrong Family Fund*
Susan Arnold
Jean Balassone
Molly and Jim Barber
Mandy Bartel
Marianne M. Beard
Bettye Beaumont
Rebecca Beckstedt
Mariana Belvedere and Samer Hasan
Kit Berger
Stephanie Besl
Rodd and Carol Bixler
Susan Brand
Linda D. Brink
Edward Brown
John and Peg Bruggeman
Jackie and Gary Bryson
Jeff and Gay Bullock
David L. Butler
Jack and Marti Butz
Frank and Jane Caccamo

DONOR LIST 2018-19 Fiscal Year
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
This list includes all non-Endowment gifts to the Playhouse received during the 2018-19 season.



Carol Campbell
Ms. Anne Chasser
Mr. Rick Coffey
Barbara and John Collins
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Collins
Kassy Corken
David Crotty and Joan Von Handorf
Judy S. Dalambakis
Mark Dauner
Kathy and Mike Davis
Kelly Dehan and Rick Staudigel
Debora Del Valle
Jan Denton
Michael and Kathleen Doherty
Dr. and Mrs. Walter E. Donnelly, Jr.
Emilie and David Dressler Fund*
Ms. Fay Dupuis
Freeman Durham and Dean Clevenger
Saralou Durham
Molly Eckman
Ms. Joyce Elkus
William C. Price and Empower 

MediaMarketing
Richard Ernst
Hope Felton-Miller
Janet Fette
Ms. Sharon Fiscus
Sarah and Grayson Fitzhugh
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Foster
Sharon Freyhof
Dick and Gail Friedman
Frost Brown Todd LLC
Larry and Diane Games
H. Jane Gavin
Kathleen Gibboney
Sue Gilkey
Nancy Gollobin
Clifford Goosmann and Andrea Wilson
Tom Gougeon
Barbara Gould
Grants Plus
Greater Cincinnati Planned Giving Council
Carl and Joyce Greber
Helen and John Habbert
Barbara Hahn
Margo Hall
Joseph and Louise Head, Jr.
Camille K. Healy
Robert and Judy Heaton
Carolyn Heck
Irmgard and Horst Hehmann
Mrs. Anne P. Heldman*
Patti Heldman
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hensel, Jr.
Judy Tondi Herd
Ms. Diane Herndon
Mrs. Kyle Hodgkins
Noel and Karen Hofmann
Cathy Hogan
Nancy Hollingsworth
Mark and Deanna Hollon
Carolyn and Michael Hoyt
Amy and Larry Hughes
Joan Hume-Cohen and Marvin Cohen
Marty Humes
Mr. Roger Humphrey
Drs. Linda and Gordon Huntress
IBM Corporation
Diane Iseman
Jennifer Jackson
Anne Jaroszewicz
Mark and Sarah Johnson
Don and Frani Jones
Scott and Patricia Joseph
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Keenan
Roz Kendall
Robert A. and Marian K. Kennedy Charitable 

Trust
Eileen Kilday
Don and Kathy King
Rachel Kirley
Heather Krombholz
Eric and Maggie Kuhn
Michael and Paula Kunka
Lynn P. Larson
Richard and Susan Lauf
Caren Laverty
Ms. France B. LeMaire
Anna Lerhaupt
Nancy Lippincott

Dr. Sally A. Lloyd
Whitney and Phillip Long
Janet Longacre
Mrs. Alleen Blesi Manning
Carolyn Ott Martin
Nancy Martin
Anne Atkins Martz
Emily M. Mason
Ms. Evelyn Banzhaf McCord
Stephanie McNeill
Jackie and Mitch Meyers
Miramar Charitable Foundation
Ms. Danute M. Miskinis
Abby Moran
Maura Moran-Berry
Stephen E. and Meg B. Muething
Scott and Barb Muhlhauser
Karen Neyer
Jeannie Niebuhr
James Nordlund
Nottinghill Investment Advisers, LTD
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Oppelt
Victoria Ott
Tom and Linda Palmer
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Pardekooper
Claire Patterson
Alice Perlman
Jeff and Diane Pfaff
Lana Piazza
Susan Pinney
Mrs. Jan Portman
Ms. Jane Portman
Mr. and Mrs. James Pretz
Betty Prince
Kathy Qualls
Jeff and Lori Raser
Margie Rauh
Pamela Reising
Ms. Sherri Remaklus
Ms. Margaret Rennie
Ms. Karen Renz
Alison and Rob Rice
Mrs. Deborah White Richardson
Nancy Robinson
Rita and Roger Ross
Karina Rothzeid
Michael and Christine Ryan
Mrs. Betty Salzer
Keke Sansalone
Austin Schiff
Martha and Lee Schimberg
Bret Schneider and Sean Davis
Charles and Alice Schneider
Roger and Glenda Schorr Fund*
Carol Schroeder
Janet R. Schultz and Russell Lascelles
Ms. Laura Schuman
Mary D. Schweitzer
Dr. P. Robert Schwetschenau
Radona Wells Scott
Lauren Hannan Shafer
Betty Ann Shenk
Patricia Sheppard
Julie Shifman
Karen and Ivan Silverman
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Simon
Laura Skidmore
Adrienne Angst Smith
Elizabeth Smith
Wanda Wall Spivey
Paul and Jill Staubitz
Elizabeth A. Stone*
Ms. Kazue Takeuchi
Thomas Tami
Dick and Jeanne-Marie Tapke
Ms. Teresa Telford
Jan H. Tepe, D.D.S.
Carlos and Roberta Teran
Ms. Catharina Toltzis
Ms. Dionn Tron
James and Susan Troutt
James and Sue Ellen Tweddell
United Mail
Maureen and Andre Valentine
Christopher and Nancy Virgulak
Sarella Walton
Mike and Tracy Ward
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson B. Watts
Larry Weber
Donald R. and Patricia R. Welti

Patti Whalen White
Chris and Diane Williams
Robert L. and Judy A. Wilson, Jr.
Wimberg Landscaping
Susan and Dean Windgassen
Ms. Shelby Wood
Wow Windowboxes
Wuerdeman Family Fund II*
Sheri Zimmer

STAGEHAND
Anonymous (14)
Sue and Don Adick
Albert and Lillian Andrews
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ansel
Drs. Lori Aronson and Craig Froehle
Mrs. William T. Bahlman, Jr.
Barbara and Roderick Barr*
Miss Martha L. Bell
Michael and Kathleen Benken
Michael Berry
Doug and Judy Betz
Dr. and Mrs. John Bismayer
Julie and Mark Bissinger
Phyllis Bossin and Robert Strauss
Bob and Dawn Brewster
Helena and Randy Brooks
Dr. Daniel T. Brown, DDS and Mr. Mark 

Haggard
Mr. and Mrs. James Cartledge
Christine and Bob Christen
James Cissell
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Cohen
Mrs. Elizabeth R.F. Coley
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Creasy
Jean and John Croxton
Anne Dagenbach
Mr. Eric Deprato
Thomas and Pamela Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome H. Eichert
Delores J. Erby
Finding Hope Consulting
Dr. Daniella Fisher
James K. and Susan Fitton
Joy and Bill Fotsch
Carolyn and Terry Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Randel Franz
Drusilla Garms
Frank and Karen Girolami
Madeleine Gordon
Pank and Wendy Goulet
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Greengus
Glenn and Barbara Groh
Sandra Gross and John Hutton
Mary and Phil Hagner
Christopher and Marti Hall
Joyce and Jim Hamberg
David Hammond
Janet Heiden
Gwen and John Heilbrun
Andrew D. Heldman Family Fund*
David and Elizabeth Himes
Stephen Holmes and Christy Kaeser
Dr. Carol Hubbard
Mr. Fruman Jacobson
Nathan and Vanessa Jenkin
Dr. Toni and Rabbi Ken Kanter
Ms. Monica V. Kindt
Patricia King
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Kissel
Kroger Community Rewards
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Krug*
Robert J. Krumdieck
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph L. Krumm
Bill and Evie Landrigan
Aimée and Louis Langrée
Carol Leslie
Sherwin Little
Lupe Lopez
Lynette Love
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Lukin
Kay Lynch and Chuck Beckman
Carol I. Lyon
John and Mary Ann MacLeod
Paul and Suzie Maione
Ward and Ellen Maresca
Raymond and Madelynn Matlock
Ms. Shelly Maxwell
Ms. Nancy McBreen
Dennis and Carol McCoy
Jim and Dianne McEachen

Kim and Jan McNeil
In Memory of Michael McSwigan
Faye and Bunny Meisel
Richard and Rhoda Meyer
Roger and Mary Ann Meyer
Richard I. Michelman and Karen E. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Miller
Steven and Jacqueline Miller Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Millett
Monastery Event Center
Mr. Mike Monin
Nora E. Moushey
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Myer III
Laura Nassau
George L. Nielsen
Andrew J. Nuckols
Bruce and Neda Nutley
J. Brett Offenberger and Douglas Duckett
Carol and Robert Olson
Ossie Boutique
Ms. Barbara R. Otting
Kit and Jack Overbeck
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Park
Terry and Jill Parsons
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Peairs
Pepper Family Fund*
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Perna
Ed Plageman
Les and Molly Polasky
Steve and Sharon A. Poppe
Nancy and Bruce Prewitt
Sue and Jay Price
Joetta Prost and Kathy Shell
Mary and Ranjit Rath
Mary Redington
Leslie and Bernie Reiss
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Revelson
Mr. Carl Reynolds
Brian and Mary Rhane
Craig and Sue Richmond
George and Phyllis Robertson
Sylvia Robison
Donald H. and Rebecca Rolf
Rich and Barb Ruddy
Mr. Richard H. Russell
Josie and Tony Russo
Pat and Tom Ruthemeyer
James Sanitato
Mark and Jan Sass
Timothy and Jeannie Schoonover
Dr. and Mrs. L.J. Schott
Michael E. Schroer and Carey Kruer
Amy Schubert
David and Abby Schwartz
Michael and Kathie Schwartz
Recie and Jim Scott
William and Sandra Selvey
Ms. Janice Seymour
Sandy and Hal Shevers
Robert and Linda Singer
Mary Lee and Louie Sirkin
Jack and Barbara Smith
Susan and David Smith
Harold and Faye Sosna
Steelcase Foundation - Matching Fund
Jane and Paul Stewart
Stephanie and Joseph Stitt
John Strawser
Carol and Ted Striker
Kendra L. Struthers
Dr. Alan and Shelley Tarshis
Robert D. Temple and Sue E. Auerbach
Carol Thaman
Mr. Charles L. Thomas, Jr.
Dr. Gary A. Thompson and Dr. Lisa E. Dunlap
James and Colleen Tingue
Janet G. Todd
Torey and Tom Torre
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Ward
Dr. and Mrs. Galen R. Warren
Richard A. Weiland
Shelly Weisbacher
Mary Ann and Ted Weiss
Donna Welch
Ms. Anne Warrington Wilson
John M. Yacher
David and Cynthia Zink
Mr. and Mrs. George Zuefle

* Denotes a fund of the Greater 
Cincinnati Foundation



INSTITUTIONAL 
GIVING
The Playhouse is truly grateful for the following who give generously to 
support our mainstage shows and education programs that enrich and 
enliven our community.

$20,000 – $49,999

$10,000 – $19,999

$5,000 – $9,999

$750 – $4,999

ROBERT AND ADELE SCHIFF
FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE ROSENTHAL FAMILY 
FOUNDATION

$50,000+

ALLAN BERLIANT AND 
JENNIE ROSENTHAL 

BERLIANT FAMILY FUND

THE HAROLD & MIMI STEINBERG 
CHARITABLE TRUST

THE WOHLGEMUTH 
HERSCHEDE FOUNDATION

NELLIE LEAMAN TAFT 
FOUNDATION

P&G FUND OF THE GREATER 
CINCINNATI FOUNDATION

LOUIS & MELBA 
SCHOTT FOUNDATION

LEBLOND FOUNDATION 
OF MAKINO

JOHN C. GRISWOLD 
FOUNDATION

WILLIAM P. ANDERSON 
FOUNDATION

GRADISON 
FOUNDATION

AMERICANA ARTS 
FOUNDATION

CORD
FOUNDATION

CHARLES SCOTT RILEY 
III FOUNDATION

ROBERT A. & MARIAN K. 
KENNEDY CHARITABLE TRUST



$2,500+

CORPORATE 
PARTNERS

Cincinnati Coin Laundry Hixson Architects Engineers Interiors

$1,000 - $2,499

Barnes Dennig & Company, Ltd.
Contemporary Cabinetry East
The David J. Joseph Company
Extended Stay America
Kroner Dry Cleaners

Nottinghill Investment Advisers, LTD
Stapleton Electric Co.
The Utilities Group
Towne Properties
Waltek & Company

$250 - $999

Empower MediaMarketing
Frost Brown Todd LLC
Grants Plus

United Mail
Wimberg Landscaping

Many thanks to our Corporate Partners, who invest in our Greater 
Cincinnati community through partnerships with the Playhouse.

RED CARPET 
PACKAGES

BB&T
Jack G. and Rosemarie Brown
David W. Ellis, III of UBS 

Financial Services, Inc.
Robert C. Fee
Linda and Gary Greenberg
KeyBank
Madison Wealth Management
Messer Construction Co. (2)

Ohio National Financial
Services (2)

The Roehr Agency
Mark and Rosemary Schlachter
Jerry and Betsy Shroat (2)
John and Jennifer Stein
Jennifer and Woody Taft
Ellen and Ray van der Horst
WesBanco

Thanks to our Red Carpet Experience donors, who treated 
their guests to an intimate experience which included dinner, 
a show and a behind-the scenes look at the Playhouse.

ARTSWAVE
2018 Corporate Partners

P&G
Fifth Third Bank and the Fifth Third Bank Foundation
GE
Macy’s, Inc.
Cincinnati Bell
The Kroger Co.
Duke Energy
Western & Southern Financial Group
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
Cincinnati Business Courier
Enquirer Media
Great American Insurance Group
Ohio National Financial Services
U.S. Bank
The Cincinnati Insurance Companies
The H.B., E.W. and F.R. Luther Charitable Foundation, Fifth Third Bank and 

Narley L. Haley, Co-Trustees
PNC
Convergys Corporation
The E.W. Scripps Company and Scripps Howard Foundation

The Playhouse acknowledges the following Partner Companies, 
Foundations and their employees who generously participate in the 2018 
ArtsWave Community Campaign at the $100,000+ level.  Your support 
helps make our community vibrant and connects people all across our 
region through the arts. Thank you!

INDIVIDUAL 
SPONSORS

Roderick and Barbara Barr
Ron Bunt and Wei Sun
Linda Busken Jergens in honor of Women Writing for (a) Change
Brandon Daush
Barbara Fitch and the Stona Fitch Family
Sue Friedlander
Linda and Gary Greenberg
Jeb and Nirvani Head
The Lemmerman Family
Charles and Joann Mead
Leon Meyer
James Miller
Moe and Jack Rouse
Rosemary and Mark Schlachter
Digi and Mike Schueler
Mrs. Kathryn Shahani
Jerry and Betsy Shroat
Randolph Wadsworth
Barbara M. Weyand

The Playhouse would like to extend a warm thank you to our 
individual sponsors, who make our extraordinary work possible. 
We couldn’t do it without you!



Visit CINCYPLAY.COM BOX OFFICE: 513-421-3888

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES: 513-345-2242

ADDRESS: 962 Mt. Adams Circle, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

All Playhouse production photos by Mikki Schaffner. Photos on cover of Terrell Montgomery and Richard Crandle in Cincinnati King, 
the cast of A Christmas Carol, and students at summer camp by Mikki Schaffner.

REVENUE
(unaudited):

$12,268,070

Contributions & Sponsorships 29.5%

Ticket Sales 58.5%

Concessions 5.3%

Education/Outreach 1.4%

Endowment 3.6%

Other Earned 1.7%

Education/Outreach 4.9%

Artistic & Production 50.1%

Administrative 13.7%

Building & Grounds 4.7%

Marketing 19.3%

Fundraising 5.6%

Concessions 1.7%

FINANCIAL REPORT
2018-19 Season

EXPENSES
(unaudited):

$12,154,324

58.5%

1.4%

29.5%

5.3%

3.6%

1.7%

4.9% 50.1%

13.7%

19.3%
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